
[image: image1.png]W

Penny Harrison
illustrated by Gwynneth Jones

)





Dance With Me


Author: 

Penny Harrison
Illustrator:

Gwynneth Jones
Publisher:

EK Books
Price:


$19.99
ISBN: 


978-1-925335-23-1
Publication Date:
October 2016
Audience:

Children aged 3–8

Type of Text
Picture book 

Key Curriculum Areas

English
The Arts

Health/Physical Education

History
Themes
Coping with change
Building resilience

Growing up

Hope

Treasuring memories

Imagination
Notes prepared by

Penny Harrison & Gwynneth Jones
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools, but they may not be reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.

Copyright © EK Books

SYNOPSIS

A ballerina in a music box loves nothing more than to dance. Her days are filled with joy as she dances for her little girl owner, and also pops out of her box for some extra fun and excitement when the little girl isn’t looking! But when her owner grows up and isn’t a little girl anymore, who will dance with the ballerina now? 

Dance with Me is a gorgeous story about treasured possessions and the memories they hold.

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BACKGROUND
Penny Harrison is a lifestyle journalist, garden writer, book reviewer and children’s author. She has contributed to various Australian magazines, newspapers, guides and books, writing about everything from raising toddlers to raising chickens. Penny lives in a rambling old garden on the edge of the Yarra Valley with her husband and two young children, where she loves filling the house with books and music.
Gwynneth Jones drew all through her maths book at school, so left to study art at TAFE and then majored in Plant and Wildlife Illustration at the University of Newcastle. Since then, Gwynneth has been imagining and drawing madly, exhibiting and holding market stalls, and creating picture books. She is the illustrator of the very successful Don’t Think About Purple Elephants (also EK Books).
ILLUSTRATION STYLE 
Candy coloured palette with a fantasy element, imaginative visuals.
SELLING POINTS
· a fantastical story about treasured possessions and memories.
· includes a gentle message about changing interests and the importance of hope and resilience.
· vibrant illustrations complement the text beautifully.
· encourages children to use their imaginations.
· helps children build resilience as friendships and interests change.

· repetitious and rhythmical language encourages developing readers to read along.
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR INTERVIEW
1. What was the inspiration for the story?
P: Just after my daughter was born, my mother gave me a box of treasured possessions from my childhood. It contained beloved, well-thumbed picture books, old diaries, a favourite doll and my beautiful wooden music box. The treasures brought back so many happy memories and I was excited to be able to pass them down to my own little girl, who also happens to be obsessed with ballet dancing! 

2. What was the most rewarding part of this project?
P: I had such a wonderful time writing this story, but seeing my words come to life through Gwynneth's stunning illustrations was a real thrill. I love the natural charm of her characters and her use of loose lines and colour, which draw the reader into the story. 
It's also been truly rewarding to read the finished book to my young daughter, whose own treasured possessions include my old music box and her ribboned dance shoes.
G: Getting to think up ideas for the story and seeing the drawings finished and in book form!

3. What was the most challenging part of this project?
P: The wait! It took three years from first writing the story to final publication and it was hard to be patient. 

The thought of putting myself and my work out there and promoting it is also challenging.  
G: The colour palette. There were a few drawings that I had to tone down because they were either too busy or the block colour was too much in the illustration. Also the paper wasn’t an easy choice because it wasn’t smooth.
4. What media did you use to create your illustrations? Can you briefly describe your process?
G: I used inks, watercolours and paint pens on a medium watercolour paper, I wanted vibrant colours and to use watercolour for it’s bleeding effect. I don’t always draw in order of pages, and I might work on three drawings at once and rotate them around my drawing table. I hang them up so I can see them all together, which is important for continuity.

TEACHING NOTES

Initial Reading - Whole Class

· Before Reading

· Show the cover to the class and ask students what they think the book might be about.
· What do the colours and the overall design tell them about the story?

· Do the endpapers tell them anything about the story?

· What type of story do they think it will be?
· Read the back cover blurb. What type of story do they think it will be now?
· After Reading

· Discussion questions: What are the different reactions of each animal to the ballerina? Why did the little girl stop dancing with the ballerina? Why did the little girl close the jewellery box? What made her keep it? Why does the new little girl look familiar?

· Discuss the author's reason for writing the text and the message she wanted to convey.

· Have children interview characters from the text to find out how they felt.

· Talk about treasured objects and memories.

· Discuss changing interests and ask children to consider certain "phases" they have been through or particular activities they used to love.
More Cross-Curricular Ideas:

ENGLISH

Classroom ideas:

· Ask children to research and write about an activity they enjoy.
· If they had a box of treasures, what would they include in it? 

· Try creating an acrostic poem, using the words TREASURE, MEMORY or DANCE.
· Compose a poem using words and phrases from the book.
· Identify and discuss rhyming words and repetition in the text.
· Make a class book with poems and stories about treasured objects.

· Write a character profile for one of the little girls using information found in the illustrations. 
HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Classroom ideas:

· Discuss the importance of resilience in the face of change. What are some ways children could build resilience?
· Ask children about the need for physical activity and discuss different ways to exercise, from team sports to dance and yoga.
· Learn some different dances from a variety of cultures.
THE ARTS
Classroom ideas:

VISUAL ARTS: 
· Students can design a bookcover featuring something they treasure in their lives or an activity they are passionate about.
· Have the paint or collage a scene from the book for a wall story. Experiment with different mediums.

· Ask students to design and draw their own music box.
DRAMA
· Ask students to role-play their favourite part of the story, pretending to be a ballerina confronted by a leopard, or the little girl closing the lid on the music box. 
· Students can act out the different emotions portrayed in the story (ie. joy, disappointment, hope, sadness).
MUSIC

· Students can practice twirling, whirling, swaying and swirling to different types of music (ie slow, fast, soft, loud).
· Have them make up dances and/or music to suit each of the animals encountered by the ballerina.
· Introduce them to some well-known ballets and discuss the different instruments and sounds involved.
HISTORY
Classroom ideas:

· Watch a video of the ballet and research its history (discuss famous male and female ballet dances, well-known ballets such as The Nutcracker or Swan Lake and the countries they originated in).

· Research the history of the music box, including the country of its origin and when ballerinas were introduced to the boxes. 
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