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SYNOPSIS

This concept book for kids is all about unleashing creativity, thinking outside the square and opening the mind to possibility! Part picture book, part artistic inspiration, ‘What Could It Be?’ is an interactive adventure for pre-primary and primary school-aged children organised into paired double-page spreads. The first spread in each pair introduces a basic geometric shape (square, circle, triangle, etc.) and then opens the door for creative thinking by posing the question, 'What else could it be?' The following spread provides the answer, with the focus shape transformed into many objects in a glorious artwork. These pages provide a further interactive element as kids are encouraged to find specific objects and count the 'hidden' shapes. The reader is guided through the pages by the character of a young boy, who allows many aspects of his world to be 'discovered' via the detailed illustrations. The last page challenges kids to create their own illustrations inspired by a geometric shape.
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR BACKGROUND
Sally Fawcett is a primary school teacher with a passion for art, creative writing and education. Her three children are a constant source of inspiration for ideas, and have triggered many of her writing and illustrating adventures. Sally's motivation for creating picture books is to engage adults and children in a shared experience that will hopefully foster a life-long love of reading, creativity and tapping into the power of the imagination.

ILLUSTRATION STYLE 
Sally has used a combination of ink and pencil to create the bright and colourful illustrations.  The double page spreads contain detailed scenes with many examples of shapes and colours for children to find and count.

SELLING POINTS

· Interactive and engaging shared reading experience.
· Learning and creativity are extended past the reading of the book.
· Aligns with the modern education movement of encouraging children to think for themselves.
· Strong cross-over appeal for the education or home environment.
· Can be appreciated and enjoyed at multiple levels.
· Works well with large groups, small groups, one to one, or independent reading.
· Can be used for classroom activities across curriculum areas such as Literacy, Art and Mathematics.
· Detailed illustrations provide many opportunities for questions and observations—great for oral language development and visual literacy.
· Teachers’ notes and activity sheets available.
· Interactive website where readers will be able to download activity sheets, upload their own ideas, and see ideas from others.

AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR INTERVIEW

1. What was the inspiration for the story?
I wrote the first draft of “What Could it Be?’ in May 2014.  I had begun 2014 by participating in an online 52 Week Illustration Challenge.  Each week had a prompt word that you had to use as inspiration for an illustration.  This challenge really started to get my creativity flowing, as each week I pondered the ‘word’ and wondered “What could it be?” This opening of my mind to possibilities allowed a little spark of inspiration to enter.  I started to think about what a simple geometric shape could be turned into and the endless possibilities of this idea.  So I sat down and wrote.  The words came quickly and I had the text to this book within a week.

2. What was the most rewarding part of this project?
There were so many rewarding parts of this project.  Of course getting my first publishing contract was a highlight.  But well before this happened I trialled a very rough dummy of this book with a few groups of children at my local primary school.  Their reaction to my sticky-taped together ‘book’ was so rewarding.  The ideas they thought of for the follow-on activity were brilliant.  I knew I had a great idea for a book and that was incredibly exciting.  I’m so glad EK Books agreed and gave me the chance to have it published professionally.  I can’t wait to go back to the school and show those same children the real book!

3. What was the most challenging part of this project?

The illustrations!  I wrote the words in a week—the illustrations took 10 months!  

4. What media did you use to create your illustrations? Can you briefly describe your process?

I used Derwent Inktense pencils with extra detail done with Prismacolor pencils.  When I first started I drew up my rough illustrations then enlarged them.  I then traced my enlarged drawings onto watercolour paper using blu-tac and my large dining room window!  This was not ideal as I could only do it during the day when the sun was shining.  So I bought myself a light-pad for tracing and I never looked back.  I could now work well into the night which was essential as this was really the only peaceful time I could work—when my children were asleep.  Lots of late nights later I finally finished them!

TEACHING NOTES

This book can be used in whole class, small group or independent learning activities.  When enjoyed as a whole class it works best to focus on the creative/imaginative aspect of the book.  The finding/counting of the shapes works best in small group and independent activities.  If you would like to find and count the shapes in a whole class setting then using the e-book version with a projector will provide a larger image to make finding those tiny hidden shapes easier.  The e-book can be purchased here.

Initial Reading - Whole Class
· Before Reading
· Show the cover to the class and ask the students what they think the book might be about.
· Read the back cover blurb.  Does this give them more of an idea of what the book could be about?
· Ask students to name as many shapes as they can think of Eg: square, circle etc.

· During Reading
· Read the first page. “This shape is a Circle.  What else could it be?”  Emphasize the word else.  Give students time to think. Then choose a few students to share their ideas before turning the page…
· The following page gives an answer to the question, with many other possibilities that can be found in the illustration.  You may like to ask students to just find a few examples of the focus shape before moving on to the next shape. (They can explore the illustrations in more detail in small group or independent activities.)
· For each shape try to encourage students to think outside the box and come up with answers that are not so obvious. (I am always amazed at the creative ideas kids think of.) 
· The last page poses a challenge for the students to create their own illustration using one of the geometric shapes introduced in the book.  Show the students the end papers.  These provide some examples of ideas other children have illustrated using the shape templates.

· After Reading
· Think/Pair/Share ideas for what the students would like to draw.
· Provide students with the shape templates.  These can be downloaded here.
· Allow students to choose their shape.  Encourage creativity.
· Students create their own illustration.
· More ideas can be explored on the website here.


More Cross-Curricular Ideas:

ENGLISH

Classroom ideas:

· Oral language discussion questions. (See BLM 1)
· Write a thought/speech bubble for the boy on each illustration. (See BLM 2) 
· Identify rhyming words in the text. (See BLM 3 Cloze activity)
· Identify different ways to spell ‘ee’. (See BLM 4 Rhyming games)
· Clap out the syllables in the sentences that go with the illustrations. (Each have 10 syllables)
· Write a 10 syllable sentence to accompany your own illustration.
· Make a class book with shape illustrations and sentences. (TEMPLATES)
· Write a character profile for the boy using information found in the illustrations. (See BLM 5)
· Find the whole alphabet on the blocks in the SQUARE illustration scene. (See BLM 6 Write the alphabet on the block tower and colour-in)


MATHEMATICS

Classroom ideas:
· Identify the 7 geometric shapes in the book.  (See BLM 7 Match the shape to the name)
· Find geometric shapes in the illustrations
· Find geometric shapes in the environment/classroom
· Count shapes in the illustrations
· This book would make a great addition to a mathematics activity table to allow for independent exploration of counting the shapes in the illustrations.


THE ARTS

Classroom ideas:

VISUAL ARTS: 

· Discuss possibilities for what each geometric shape could be—think outside the square!
· Design your own artwork incorporating a geometric shape. (See website for templates)
· Discuss composition: ‘Rule of thirds’ has been applied to each illustration with the focus shape placed directly over a thirds intersection. Design your own artwork using the ‘rule of thirds.’ (See BLM 8 Thirds template)

For more teaching suggestions and activities, please visit:
 www.whatcoulditbe.ekbooks.com.au
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