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SYNOPSIS:

A guide to the life of well-known scientist Charles Darwin. This book looks at his biography, his
background in science and religion, the key facts about HMS Beagle, the key ideas for forming a
theory, key facts on the origin of species, and Darwin’s legacy that changed the world.

KEY POINTS:

° Charles Darwin revolutionised society’s views of the natural world and our place in it.
Learn how and why with this captivating guide to his life.

° Will engage any young reader with an interest in how species came to be as diverse and
fascinating as they are today.

° An excellent way to introduce children to non-fiction, and to teach them about society in
the past, present and future.

° Part of a wonderful series that looks at some of the world’s greatest scientists and
teaches young people about science and society.

° Beautifully designed, with creative layouts and colourful pictures to captivate the young

or older reader.

SELLING POINTS:

Despite his great influence and advancement of the field of evolution, Darwin’s theories were
extremely controversial. Find out why his discoveries went against the teachings of the Church,
and how he became one of the most hated men in Britain. Learn about his research and its
impact on society, in a format designed to appeal to young readers. With colourful illustrations,
varied page layouts and quirky design, this book will captivate and enthral any child with an
interest in the natural world, and our place in it.
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E? TEACHER NOTES: Charles Darwin

TEACHER ACTIVITIES/NOTES:

This book may be used in whole class, small group or independent learning activities in schools.

Please note, the following suggestions and activities are suited to a variety of year levels
spanning from to Year 5 primary aged children up to Year 7 (13+). Where possible, Australian
Curriculum goal codes have been included which address learning outcomes and apply directly
to the targeted audience intended for this book.

Knowledge and Literal Understanding

Before Reading (Interpreting, analysing, evaluating)

-Brainstorm as a class or in groups (only use prior knowledge, don’t research):
° Who is Charles Darwin?

. When and where was he born?
. What is he well known for?
° List any other information students know about him

Inferential and Critical Thinking
After Reading (Responding to text)
Ask the students:

° What are the students’ impressions of Charles Darwin’s life?

° Did anything surprise or shock them?

° What would life be like if Darwin had never researched and written The Origin of Species?
° If you met Darwin, what questions would you ask him?

CROSS-CURRICULAR DISUSSION AND IDEAS

ENGLISH LITERACY SKILLS

Vocabulary

Expressing and developing ideas

Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of meaning, and know that words
can have different meanings in different contexts

Look at the glossary.

° List the words and definitions of the words that you have learnt for the first time today.
Include a small image or code to help you remember what the words mean.

° Choose 5-10 words and use a thesaurus or a thesaurus online to write 5 synonyms for
each word.
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Literature

Literature and context

Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details or information about particular social,
cultural and historical contexts.

TEACHER NOTES: Charles Darwin

° Using the content in the book create a timeline of Darwin’s life, including his voyage on
the HMS Beagle and his key works.
° On page 51 you will see the geographical features and institutions named after Darwin.

Choose 5 or more locations and research to find out who advocated for this name and
why these locations included the name Darwin.

Examining literature
Recognise that ideas in literary texts can be conveyed from different viewpoints, which can lead
to different Rinds of interpretations and responses.

° Darwin was labelled, ‘The most dangerous man in England’. Was this justified in your
opinion? Explain why you agree or disagree.
° Read about the famous debate in 1860 that took place between Darwin and Bishop

Samuel Wilberforce. Write about this debate using dialogue or list the opinions that each
side expressed.

SCIENCE

Science Understanding

Biological Sciences

Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in their
environment.

Watch ‘Darwin’s Theories’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urSNtaQKOAK (3.39 minutes) and
use the content from the book to complete the following:

° Explain what Natural Selection is (you can use text, images, a slideshow or animation)

° Explain what evolution is (you can use text, images, a slideshow or animation)

Science as a Human Endeavour

Nature and development of science

Science involves testing predictions by gathering data and using evidence to develop
explanations of events and phenomena. It reflects historical and cultural contributions.

° Activity: Ask the students to write a profile / fact file about Charles Darwin, or a diary
entry from his visit to the Galapagos Islands. Provide pupils with images of animals and
ask them to identify and label their adaptations (i.e. polar bear: large feet, fur that looks
white, etc.). They could then discuss how they think these adaptations have come to be.

° Explain the significance of the book The Origin of Species (you can use text, images, a
slideshow or animation)
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Scientific knowledge has changed our understanding of the world and is refined as new evidence
becomes available.

TEACHER NOTES: Charles Darwin

° Activity: Ask the students to imagine they are Charles Darwin making notes on his
discoveries in South America, and write a diary entry of what he may have seen or
studied. They could include illustrations of different species.

Science Inquiry Skills
Evaluating
Use scientific knowledge and findings from investigations to evaluate claims based on evidence.

° What scientific findings did Darwin discover in his research?

° What were the key pieces of evidence that Darwin used to prove that his theory of
evolution was correct?

MORE ACTIVITIES BELOW...
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Genetics & Evolution: je[fyﬁean Selection
MATERIALS

- 4 students in your group
- 1 packet of jellybeans
- 1 plastic bowl

METHOD
1. Pour your jelly beans in your plastic bowl and fill out
the following table

JELLY BEAN COLOUR NUMBER PERCENTAGE

TOTAL NUMBER IN YOUR
POPULATION

2. Get each member of your group to close their eyes and select FIVE jellybeans from the plastic bowl.

3. Each group member then needs to pick TWO jellybeans out of the ones they have selected and return
the rest of the jellybeans back into the plastic bowl. These TWO jellybeans can then be eaten!

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 TWO times. Each student should have eaten SIX jellybeans in total.

5. At the end of the 3 rounds, assess your new population statistics and write them in the results table over
the page.



Genetics & Evolution: je[fyﬁean Selection
RESULTS

JELLY BEAN COLOUR NUMBER PERCENTAGE

TOTAL NUMBER IN YOUR
POPULATION

QUESTIONS
Which coloured jellybean had the lowest survival rate?
Why do you think this was?

Which coloured jellybean had the highest survival rate?
Why do you think this was?

How do you think this experiment relates to evolution? What mechanism is in play here?
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Contact your school supplier to order.
SCNOOL .. Customer Number: ...
CoNtACt NAMIE: L. e Order Ref: ...
Phone NO: ... Bl
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EK Books are also available from all good bookstores and

5 www.ekbooks.org
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